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dangerous with contempt or indifference. He wasted no
time on minor revenges. His sole vendetta was with Louis.
For all his experience from his youth at the head of armies and
for all his dauntless heart, he was never a great commander.
He had not a trace of that second-sight of the battlefield which
is the mark of military genius. He was no more than a
resolute man of good common sense whom the accident of
birth had carried to the conduct of war. It was in the sphere
of politics that his inspiration lay. Perhaps he has never been
surpassed in the sagacity, patience, and discretion of his state-
craft. The combinations he made, the difficulties he sur-
mounted, the adroitness with which he used the time factor,
or played upon the weakness of others, the unerring sense of
proportion and power of assigning to objectives their true
priorities, all mark him for the highest fame.
William watched with ill-concealed disfavour the protracted
wranglings of the English chiefs and parties. His paramount
interest was in the great war now begun throughout Europe
and in the immense confederacy he had brought into being.
He despised the insularity and lack of vision, as it seemed to
him, of those over whom he was now to rule. He had
regarded the English expedition as a divagation, a duty
necessary but tiresome, which had to be accomplished for a
larger purpose. He grudged the delays which held him in
London, and later in Ireland, from the decisive theatre of world
events. He was never fond of England, nor interested in
her domestic affairs. Her seamy side was all he knew. He
repeatedly urged Parliament to address itself to the Continental
situation. He required the wealth and power of England by
land and sea for the European war. It was for this he had
come in person to enlist her. Although he had himself
darkly and deviously conspired the undoing of his foolish
kinsman, he thought little of the English public men who
had been his confederates. A prince himself, he could not
but distrust men who, albeit at his instigation, had been
guilty of treason to their royal master. He knew too much
about their jealousies and intrigues to cherish for them senti-
ments of liking or respect. He had used them for his own
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